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Open the Pod Bay Doors 
 
Podcasts in tertiary education are beginning to gain a foot hold, both in Australia and 
Internationally (Sydney Morning Herald 11/8/2006:5), but not without controversy. 
The question of whether podcasts provide an adjunct to a primary learning 
environment, or a replacement to it is still being debated, quoting David Thornburg 
“… any teacher that can be replaced by a podcast should be” (Sydney Morning Herald 
11/8/2006:5). The movement of new software such as Lectopia, Tegrity, and Profcast 
is making the process of podcasting easier for the less technically minded, but the 
question remains whether this innovation should be embraced. Certainly students 
seem to be responding positively to this new and flexible lecture delivery system 
(Sunday Mail 10/9/2006:45) and appear to be using it as a supplement for lectures 
rather than as a replacement, but it is still early days. As the technology becomes 
more reliable, and students become more accustomed to the availability of classes by 
podcast, they may choose to skip the real class for the virtual option.  
Thornburg’s argument is correct, teachers should offer more to their students than a 
didactic forum. If we consist of nothing but talking heads, then we could, and would 
be replaced by podcasts now, as we would have been replaced previously by 
computers, videos and textbooks; but this is not the case. The teaching environment is 
by its very nature interactive. The classroom or lecture theatre provides what no other 
forum can; direct and immediate responsiveness to student enquiry. Podcasts should 
provide students with a new flexible information source, they may even provide in 
some circumstances, a better tool for distance education than those currently in use, 
but they are in no way a replacement for current teaching practice.  
 
Dr Nathan D. Moss, Lecturer, School of Psychology and Counselling, Faculty of 
Health, Queensland University of Technology, Carseldine, Queensland. 
Email: nd.moss@qut.edu.au 
 
 
This article may not exactly replicate the final version published in the ACER journal. 
It is not a copy of the record. 
 
Final and authorised version first published in the Directions in education : an 
independent policy advisory service for leaders in education in [15] (20), published 
by the Australian Council for Educational Research. Copyright © [2006] Australian 
Council for Educational Research." 
 
